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Strange to say, we have no authentic account
of the first discovery of these hills. The earliest
information that exists regarding them is, that the}7
were visited by Colonel Lodwick in the hot season of
1824, at a considerable personal risk, from the vast
numbers of tigers, bears, and cheetas, which infested
these unexplored regions; and, notwithstanding his
report of the wonders of the climate and scenery,
the obstacles and dangers were considered so
insurmountable, that no steps were taken to establish
a station until the year 1828, when the present one
was founded by Sir John Malcolm, then Governor
of Bombay, and named by the Rajah of Sattara in
honour of him, Malcolm Peth.
The derivation of the word Mahabuleshwur, is
supposed to be from the three Mahratta words,
"Maha," "bul," and "eeshwur," which signify
"the God of great power," bearing that poetical
adaptation to the circumstances of the case, which
invariably characterises the Oriental phraseology.
But who cari behold the glories of the varied scene,
which the eye takes in almost at a single glance,
the countless mountains, as yet untrodden by the foot
of man; the deep, gloomy ravines, unfathomable
but by the beast of prey; the cliffs, which rise
in naked majesty, proudly surveying the thunder
clouds as they form, and burst beneath them; who,
we ask, can look upon this scene of awful beauty, and
not feel in his inmost heart, that He who created it is
"the God of great power?"
Mahabuleshwur,  properly  so called, is a Brah-
minical  village,   situated   about   three   miles   from
is